
 

How do I know which chemicals are coming up for consideration for the REACh SVHC list? 
In addition to the chemicals listed in the Community Rolling Action Plan, another good source for looking at what might 
be proposed to EU regulators is the SIN list (Substitute It Now).  There are about 70 possible textile related chemicals on 
that list. 
 
I heard that TSCA is being revamped? Is this correct? How is it being changed? 
There is a bill in Congress to update the Toxic Substances Control Act and provide more screening of chemicals.  It would 
also provide EPA more power to ban or require labeling.  However, this has not passed yet. 
 
Are there states other than California who are influencing the industry? 
Washington, Maine, Massachusetts, Illinois, Connecticut, Michigan and many others are creating chemical specific 
legislation.  There are several links on the CU resource page. 
 
Where can I get a list of RSLS? 
On the resource page in CU is a link to the AAFA RSL and the AFIRM website.  Several of the AFIRM companies have 
made their RSLs public on their company websites. 
 
Does bluesign look at processes or only products? 
Bluesign looks at the chemicals as inputs to the process and then examines the process.  The product is also certified but 
that is based on using approved chemicals and processes. There is no need to test the product. 
 
What do you think about Oekotex certification?? 
Oeko-tex certification is not necessarily well known in the U.S. but the product certification can give some assurances 
about chemicals and product safety since the testing is comprehensive.  The new certification on the process may be 
more helpful to those looking to move beyond the minimum RSL compliance scenario. 
 
Are China, India, and Bangladesh following up with regulations to mirror reach? 
China does have a chemical substance regulation.  In October 2010, a REACH-style regulation, 'Measures for the 
Environmental Management of New Chemical Substances', came into effect, under the Ministry of Environmental 
Protection (MEP) Order No. 7 and has been called ‘China REACH’.  In India, a new policy has been proposed but there 
has been no concrete result yet.  Bangladesh has nothing like this, as far as I know. 
 

And more to come… 

 

 


